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SUBJ: NEW BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR TO THAILAND 

1 . THE BDG ANNOUNCED APRIL 24 THE APPOINTMENT OF 

MAJOR GENERAL QUAZI GULAM DASTGIR AS THE NEW BANGLADESH 
AMBASSADOR TO THAILAND. DASTGIR HAS BEEN ON INDEFINITE 
ASSIGNMENT TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN APPAIRS SINCE 
DECEMBER, 1977, WHEN HE WAS RELIEVED AS DIRECTOR GENERAL 
OP THE BANGLADESH RIFLES, THE BORDER SECURITY PORCE. 

2. THE POLLOWING BIOGRAPHIC INPORMATION WAS PRINTED 
APRIL 25 IN THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER: 

BEGIN UNCLASSIPIED: QUOTE: BORN ON 1ST JUNE 1933 
GENERAL DASTGIR STUDIED IN ST. XAVIER'S COLLEGE CALCUTTA 
AND SUBSEQUENTLY GRADUATED FROM PESHAWAR UNIVERSITY. 

HE JOINED PAKISTAN MILITARY ACADEMY IN PEBRUARY 195 1 
AND WAS COMMISSIONED IN 1953. LATER HE GRADUATED FROM 
STAFF COLLEGE QUETTA AND INPANTRY SCHOOL, U.S.A. 

HE SERVED AS CHILE LOGISTICS IN ARMY HEADQUATERS, 

BANGLADESH ARMY, COMMANDED TWO BRIGADES AND ON PROMOTION 
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TOTHE RANK OP MAJOR GENERAL IN AUGUT, 1975, WAS APPOINTED 
AS DIRECTOR GENERAL BANGLADESH RIPLES AND REMAINED THERE TILL 
DECEMBER 12, 1977 WHEN HE JOINED THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN APPAIRS. 

GENERAL DASTGIR HAS HIS WIPE, A SON AND A DAUGHTER. 

END QUOTE. END UNCLASSIPIED 
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3. DASTGIR SERVED MOST OF HIS MILITARY CAREER IN WEST 
PAKISTAN, WHERE HE WAS INTERNED DURING THE 1971 LIBERATION 
WAR AND WAS NOT REPATRIATED UNTIL 1973. WHITE 

HE WAS IN CHARGE OF THE BANGLADESH RIELES, DASTGIR WAS 
REPORTEDLY CONSIDERED A RIVAL OF PRESIDENT ZIA, AS DASTGIR 
HAD BEEN SENIOR TO ZIA IN THE PAKISTAN ARMY. AETER DASTGIR 
LEET ACTIVE DUTY IN THE ARMY LAST DECEMBER HE WAS PLACED 
ON DEPUTATION TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY AND IT HAD BEEN WIDELY 
RUMORED THAT HE WOULD BE APPOINTED AN AMBASSADOR. WITH THE 
TRANSFER OF NAZRUL ISLAM TO ISLAMABAD THE BANGKOK POSITION 
BECAME AVAILABE. 

4. DASTGIR AND HIS WIFE BOTH COME FROM EDUCATED AND WELL- 
TO-DO FAMILIES. HIS FAMILY SHIFTED FROM WEST TO EAST BENGAL 
IN 1947. DASTGIR IS A QUIET PERSON, WHO, IN THE OBSERVATION 

OF OFFICERS OF THE EMBASSY CAN BEST BE DRAWN OUT IN ONE-ON- 
ONE SITUATIONS. HE SPEAKS CONFIDENTLY ON A WIDE RANGE OF 
SUBJECTS. ONE OF DASTGIR'S NIECES IS EMPLOYED IN THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY AS SOCIAL SECRETARY. MRS. DASTGIR (KOHINOOR) 
COMES FROM A PROMINENT SYLHET FAMILY. ONE OE HER BROTHERS 
IS KAISER RASHID, THE EORMER PAKISTAN FOREIGN SERVICE 
OFEICER WHO HAD BEEN A PRIVATE SECRETARY AND CONFIDANT 
TO FORMER PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO. ANTOTHER BROTHER IS 
HUMAYUN RASHID CHOWDHURY, PRESENT BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR 
TO SAUDI ARABIA. HER OTHER WAS A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY DURING THE AYUB REGIME. MRS. DASTGIR, A 
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CHARMING, GRACIOUS AND INTELLIGENT LADY, IS CRIPPLED FROM 
POLIO AND MUST RELY ON CRUTCHES TO MOVE AROUND. SHE HAS BEEN 
PERHAPS THE MOST ACTIVE OF SENIOR MILITARY WIVES IN SOCIAL 
WORK AND SIMILAR ACTIVITIES. 

SCHNEIDER 
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